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HEORANDIEE TOR:  Chalrvman, DOHOR
PBJEST : Nowsweek U=~2 Articls, 22 May 1941

i. Your sttemtion is invited to sn srticle sppearing in the
22 Hay 1961 issus of Sewsweek includad in the "Periseops’ section
wilgh resds as follows!

“Featagon Waispers

Laughlin AFD, Texss - Hothiag has bewn ssid, bat s
g-2 photc plane -~ the seme typs thet 4id high-
altitude reconnaissance cvar Russis - flev over
Caube just before the shoartive rebel lsndings. The
uission «~ one of the last from this S00B-tO-be-
closed base - gave the CIA & sat of near-perfect
pletures of Cubsn airflelds (and the planes oa
theg) snd ailitery teees.”

2. The article repressnts the first isdiestion sppemreling in
tne Ampriean press thet the U. 8. Coveroment may heve contlsued
ust of the U-2 aivoraft as an intelligenoe rodonndistanse INpe-
bility subseguest to 1 May 1960. Whather the article repressats &
socurity leek or only speeulstion is & matier currently belag
invostigeted.

3¢ It ie requested, however, that you Oomsunisste %o i men-
vers of the OOMOR, for the tenefit of all olesred indlviduals com-
ing within thelr respedflwe juriséictions, our serious oonSern over
this article and ephesize that say confirmmtion from offieinl
scurces of ihe reported informstion would mot be in the best
intarest o the U 2. Government.

ke It is further reguested tist suy koowledge of JUMOR meaters
as to ihe poseidle souree of the informstion be commmisated to the
Sscurity Officer, IFD a8 8001 &8 poOSsible.

Matrimiion:
Lkt = e/m
2 - m;m

2 - Qﬁ/"?n 7 ooy
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18 May 1961
MEMORANDUM FOR : Chief, Development Branch, IPD-DD/P
SUBJECT t Conversion of U-2 Alrcraft to J-75 Configuration

1. I met with Mr. Bissell briefly after the DD/P Staff Meeting 18 May
and told him that we ware drawing up an activity program covering the con-
version of & single U-2 to the J«75 version. I told him that there was
provision in our FY 61 budget for this conversion, but that while we were
at the moment pursuing the suggestion of only a single conversion in the
paper coming to him, I wented to get his feel for the possibility of a
second conversion to follow this in order to save on the unit price.

2. I mentioned that Kelly Jolnson had suggested this in the strongest
terms as being not only economical from our point of view, but more so from
his. Por exsmple, I cited tw:&r retooling 1o convert ocnesxiA
airceraft end the fact that if we a onal ones, the toollng cost
would be able to be distributed among how ever many planes we converted.

I also threw in XKelly's statement that we have continually pursued a policy
of converting one at a time with resulting poor economy, and that even if

we did not go ahead with the final sssembly of a conversion et this time,
we would stand to save from cutting tin for more than one.

3. I noted also that Colonel Geaory hes threatened meveral times to
reduce our number of J-T75 engines if we were not gelng to meke full use of
then. Mr. Bissell said thet he was disposed to view additional conversions
favorably, with the possible ultimate objective of completely phasing cut
the J-57 in our inventory. I suid that while we 414 not provide funds in
the FY 62 budget for comversions of this sort, we d1d have money for IRAN'sg
as & continuing item, snd since a conversion ie accompanied by an IRAN,
there would be some offset to the added cost of converslon, eince IRAN st
the time of conversicn was less expensive than when done by itself.

ST ORE Ri CORY.
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4. We closed the subject by agreeing that he would entertain a poliey
of this nature once we had ocme up with the costs of doing a second one and
possibly e third, Therefore, the sublect of sdfitional conversions should
not be touched upon in the aciivity program nov in work, but I will ask the
Chief, Materiel Staff to pursue the Question of the follow-on savings and
report to me prior to drawing up a second activity program.

JAMES A. CUNNIRGHAM, JR.
Acting Chief, DPD-DD/P

Pletributlion:
1 - ¢/PB/DB
2 « ASST CH/DPD
3 = AC/DFD
4 - PD/Comptroller
5 - DPD/MAT
6 - D@B/CONT
7 - IPD/ABMIN
8 - DPD/SPB
9 - DPD/RI

IPD-DD/P: JACunninghsm, Jr./mg
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